INTELLIGENCER.

NATIONAL
SPEECH OF HIRAM KETCHUM.

The following speech was delivered by Mr.
Kercaun at :e‘ luf:.l;unmlion held at Utica,
New York. Mr. K. seldom appears before the
public, but, when he does, his eminent standing for
ability, conscientiousness, and paﬁt! of oln_mtqr_
gives weight to what be saye. On thixs oecasion his
address may be considered as an exposition of the
held by the conservative portion of
the Whig party of New York:

York.
“Agﬂr Mr, Ksrcuux took the stand, snd was
greeted with rousing cheers from the wudience, which
now filled every corner in the derge hall, Order ‘being re-

stored—

M:. Kxrcrux said : Gentlemen, although it bes been my
fortune on various occasions to-address my it
topics, yet I never had the focalty
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Ieen on ‘the spe’, and
believed, -as 1 believe from my inm st soul,
been danger of a collision of arms, and most imminent dan-
ger torthe Union, then, my friends, y on would feel as' I do.

Well, now, in this state ef thing i, these great men on
both -eides, feeling a common appr chension, and having a
common object in view, aidefl by you nger and able men, have
come forward and settled the contioversy, mede an adjust-
ment without that collision ¢f arms, and settled upon terms
which were believed Lo be as fair an« ! honoralile as it could be
settled between the North smd the 8 outh. It has been barely
settled, too ; for although their influ ence has been:united, and
bas been directed with grest-earnest ness for weeks together to
the same object, and slthengh the y have broughtwith them
the reputation of half a century, #md an iofiuence which is
commanding all over this nation , yet their -infloance, their
arguments have barely breught ribout an adjustment which
has prevented that collision of anms.

Batthat adjustment is toede, & nd the solemn question that
I wish to pat to this sndience is, Do you wish to see this agi-
tation venewed ?  [Cries of *1¥o, no.”] 1 to those
outsiders, for I am an outsider ; [ know that gentlemen
who are here in Convention are all right, but I .apeak to m
fellow-citizens, the sober citizens 'of Oneida county. Ondd:
county ! one of the richest, m oet civilized, most happy, and
most flourishing countiesiin thils country- [Applause.] I
speak to you, and I speakin solber earnest, withvno desire to
abuse any body, to uphold body, or te pat up one man
and pull down another; and I nsk you, do wyou wish to see
this controversy renewed? Do you wish to see'a controversy
which, in my solemn jedgme:nt, has already brought this
country to tlhe very vergeof ruin renewed ! [Crios of ** No,”
“no.”] Do you wish to'try the experiment how much the
Union will 'bear ? It is the decrpest anxiety upon this great
question, an d not any question between Whigs and Demo-
crats, thougla I have beon a Whig till this hair-hss grown
grey -and thise eyes become somewhat dim, that has brought
me here, an d made me sn anxious spectator in this Conven-
tionand the Convenlion at Syracuse. = Shall the eontroversy
be renewed which perilled ‘the existence. of this: Union? I
repeat, that is the question ; and this question I desire you,
my friends, to go home-and seriously and soberly consider.

This Unicon, what is«it? What has filled the State in
which we lire with abundant prosperity ? What has given
us ourpalac: 3 in which wve live? What has given us our
broad fields : ind cultivated them to the highestpitch of sgri-
cultoral perfisction? What has filled our busy workshops !
‘What has gi ven us eur schools, colleges, and institations of
learning, andl erecied our-temples of religion 7 ‘What but the
prosperity wh ich has resulted the union of thess States?
[Applause.] Now, I ask:you, my friends, are you willing to

il the exist ence of this Union ! [Bhouts of * ng,” * no.”]

our answer [s no; but you do not beliove, I cannot make
you believe, a s I believe, that it is in danger. I solemnly be-
lieve, my frienwle, that one more such contest as we have just
ended weuld t rminste the existence of this Union.

Why, look atit! What is the union of this eeuntry ?
You abstract the unioa of good feeling, of kind and brotherly
regard, of our pride in the name of American, of the recol-
lection of .days when we struggled under the stars and stripes
of the nation ; and de you think these form's of government,
this constitution, howewer perfect in its organization, will keep
you together ? Can eny -man it?! And here are
sober men before me disoussing how will this Union be dis-
solved? Let this con ‘be renewed and be re-opened ;
let an angry contest arise on thefloor of Congress, suchas may
arise at any. day during an axcited seesion, and let that pro-
duce a general conflict on the Mloor of Congress, and thia
Union is discolved. I tell you, my friends, if it is patriotism
at the North to hate the and if the Bouth bave no
feeling of regard except for its own section of the Union, and
if these aniagonistic feelings are brought into collision in-the
councils of owr country, the Uniomn cannot
matter how the
to stand still, and when the of this Government
stands still there is an end te it. Al this is worthy of con-
sideration at this moment.

Now look baek for a moment,.and see who has preserved
this Union. What chosen band of men and what erganizs-
tion has preserved this Union ? Why, gentlemen, at the
Bouth there is a natural tendeney, by reason of the great in-
tereet they have in one questien, to umite and become local
in feeling and organization. They combine naturally to de-
fend themselves.. At the Norih the Union party has slways
triumphed, and it has gathered as many friends to co-operate
with it at the Bouth as it could do. Aud that Union party
has always been the Whig party. Who has stood by the
constitution in all strife, from its infancy—when it was orea-
ted by the convention of which Washington
and who stood godfather in jis i
The Whig party. The Whig pirty bas been the great
server and deliverer of this Union, When aullification se
sailed it at the Bouth—when it reared its head and was
ﬁiwg'ﬂ“ every day, who struck the monster down but &

ig !

And what party through all time has been it
chosen band for the defence of this Union m al:‘.‘;?h?:
party ?  Now, my friends, if you tarn this Whig party into
o sectional party, the Bouth being always 10 section-
alism, you necessarily make the whole a sectional
party, and then you have the two sections, aa two parties,
arrayed agoinst esch other; and what then becomes of the |
Union 7 My anxiety has been that from misspprehension,
from misguided feeling, from feeling which had not the direc-
tion of good sense and reflection, we were be a
sectional party, a party of one ides, a party together
upon one question, leaving out of view all the other great
ohjects of good, snd made antagonistic to the Boath. If so,
what becomes of this Union? Think of that, my friends.
What becomes of it? Why, the Union ,is gone—all gone.
Amilhmmmn.l:minlhh ity, who, rather than
have human slavery , would' prefer that the Union
should perish to-day.

Now, have we not a grest many benefits of good govern-
ment, although we have this confesead evil in the social con-
dition of u part of the sountry 7 And is mot this Government

| who mean to disscive the Union,'and who will

| memberthe time when slavery exisied here.
‘| that I -wae in ot its death, and that I was associsted with a

he | right to interfore ; yet

" | Taunting us!
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government in your Stetss differ from -ours; we have ad-
-vanced forther {hn you, as we think 5 “we see clearer than
you ; but, es was well remarked by a frienid who preceded me,
the darkness was once upon us.

There are men herein this assembly, I-doubt not, whio re-
I remember

band of men to bringebout the destroction of that evil. And
if Ilived in South Orrolina or Georgie/ I would spend my
strength for that purpose, for there wounld be no objection to
my political action there ; but I cannet stand here, on the
soil of 'the State of New York, and interfese with the institu-:
tions ‘of those Btates, or wherever it emists according to law.
80, too; I'may deprecate the knout of Russis, yet I cannot
stand here and suppress its use. We must each stand on
our own footing as ‘members of this* Confederacy. There
mdn::' m;zb.:::':}d “dma'&. vaﬁi. haves
an n 3

we make battle for that ?

My ifriends; all I<sk of you is to stand up for the country,
and 1o the bands of union 'which keep us together.
But, { hear you sy, the SBouthern' men are taunting us.
Why, who gets the most bepefit from this
Union! Who builds cities like ‘thet in which I dwell?
‘Whotfills ‘an island with palaces, fike that island on which I
live? Who scatters plenty all over the land? Who edu-
catesthe poor? "™Who i it that is well fed, well elothed, and
welléducated ? Why, we of the 'North; and if those who
donot happen.to be as well off call hard names and use in-
sulting langusge sometimes, is thata reason why we should
g0 % war with them ? Isthat a reason why we should break
up & form of government which ehowers such blessings ypon
us! Ab, my friends, if this Union is destroyed, what be-
comes of the of Washington ! This Union is a
monument to his He sided in its inception, he :pre-
sided at it formetion, and he has-asked of you to preserve it
as2 monument of his glory and for your own benefit through
allages. But when the banner of the sters and stripes shall
be -torn in tatters, where is the memory of Washington ?
Where is the national glory of America! Gone, all gone,
and God alone knows what will follow !

"My friends, I could keep you until to-morrow night on this
theme, but others are to follow me. I have no desire to ex-
cite you ; but let me ask you, in conclogion— 1 am
wrong, perhaps I am too much excited, but I am honest—to
think of these things. Again, I ask you to think of them.
fApplause and-cheering. ]

R
AGRICULTURAL GBOLOGY.—No. IIL.
BY JOSIAH HOLBROOK.

{Rocks are the oxydes of metals. Silex, the most sbundant
ingredient in rocks, mountaine, and soils, is the exyde of
silecium. . This oxyde constitutes nearly one-half of the solid
matter of our globe. It is the principal element of quartz, in
all its varieties, which are exceedingly numerous, and-some
of them very beautiful. Quartz is the only mineral found
ewery where. Sand is pulverized quartz. Pebbles are frag-
ments of quartz, rounded by attrition. Gunflint is quartz,
breaking with a conchoidal (shell-like) fracture. Jasper is
red quartz, with a fine compact texture. Amethyst is purple
quariz, frequently found in six-sided crystals, which is the
common shape of quartz cryslals in its different varieties.
Agate is elouded quartz, ih numerous varieties, some of shich
are much used for watch seals, finger rings, breastpins, and
other ornaments, Carnelion is quartz of a fine texture and
of a yellowish red color. Chaleedony, bloodstone, catseye,
and many other gems are varieties of quartz.

Most, perhaps all, the gems used in the breast-plate of Aaron,
the high priest, were quartz of different textures, colors, and
hues. The precious stones presected by the Queen of Sheba
to the King of lerael were probably quartz. The stones men-
tioned in the:Book of Revelations as forming the streets of
the New Jerusalem, with all the gems referred to, were but
varisties of the stones used for paving our streets, and of the
earth moved by the plough and the hoe of the farmer, and -of
the dict carted for filling our docks.

The coloring matter giving most of the beautiful hues to
gems, and an endless variety of colors to quartz, is the oxyde
of iron. The oxyde of silecium .and the oxyde of iron sre
hence united in this same most abundant mineral in the world.

Next to quartz, feldspar, or clay, formed by the decompe-
sition of feldepar, is the most abundant element of soils. This,
too, is composed of several oxydes of metals in chemical com-
bination, Feldepar is also very extensively united with quartz
in the formation of rocks, not by chemical combination, but
mechanical mixture. The feldspar and the quariz can be se-
parated by the lhammer. Not so with the oxygen and sile-
cium, forming silex. Chemical agency alone can separate
chemical combinations. BSuch combinations in rocks, soils,
and other mineral bodies are exceedingly numerous, com-
plicated, and delicate. The most common stone that meets
the eye in any part of the world is composed of two oxydes.
The oxygen and the metals are each united by chemical
affinity, and then the two oxydes are again combined by the
same agency to form a * common stone,” evidently worthy
of more respect than it commonly receives,

An experiment : Pour upon a little pearlash in & tumbler
some strong vinegar. An effervescence will follow, préducing
scarbonic acid. A burning candle immersed will be extin-
_guished, showing that carbonic acid is fatal to combustion.
It is equally so to life.

Baarn or Juvex Gaxrr.—We learn that this venerable
citizen died on the 18th instant at his residence in Greenville,
(8. ©.) in the eighty-sixth year of his age. He was raised
to the in the year 1815, and held that henorable po-
sition until 1842, when he resigned. He was one of the
most.amiable of men, and plluz throogh his long and dis-

g8 | tinguished public career without perhaps making a single

enemy, and his memory will be warmly cherished by all who
enjoyed his intimu:.—Cbu‘Idan Mercury.

Excorston Ticxers To mug Wonrtn’s Exmisirion.—
We are happy to learn that the enterprising house of G. W,
McHenry & Co., of this city, intend to issue cabin passage
cerbificates for the Tndustrial Exhibition to take place in Lon-
don next year, The tickets for the excursion to Liverpool
and back sre to be furnished at the low price of SIEW, in-
cluding every thing but wines and liquors. The trips will
commence with the ship Mary Pleasant, to sail on the
15th March next.— ML Americon.

The Charleston Marcury states that a quantity of castor
oil, manufactured from seed grown in the vicinity of that
city, has been shipped to Baltimore. The srticle, which is
represented ws being of a swperior quality, wlllnlptml by
Mr. C. Aurs, who has gone extensively into the busi
Tho seed which the t under motice was made
yielded bushels to the aere, and sold at two dollars pér
mﬂh thinks that quite a luctative business,
planter manufactorer, will spring up in this
new article of export. i b

?gi;-

BRAZIL.
The last advices from Brasil, announcing that the Senate

the cessation of the African slave trade, appear (o bave excited
very general interest. By this time the bill has probably re-
celved the royal signature. It is plain to every one that the
forcing pecessity out of which this measure grew, and to

which its passage is to be aitributed, is not within bat without
the Empire. No choice scoms to have been any longer left
to the body of landed proprietors composing the Brasilian
Senate than (o frame, and to frame with intention to enfores,

pose, nor-in terms does it require of them any thing very ex-
traordinary. Urged on their attention by a foreign Govern-
ment, the offended dignity of the members of this body might
lead them lo suggest and adopt certain alterations, but not
such as can be supposed materially to interfere with the main
object of the bill—the enforcement of the provisions of the
treaty of 1830 between Brazil and Great Britain, and by
which the former engaged to do what she has never done.
This deluy of fifteen years is ascribable less to a spirit of dila-
toriness—a spirit common to all South American Govern:
ments—ihan te a strong indisposition. How to subsist with-
out the yearly importation of some fifty thousand Africans,
and yet presorve consistence with a policy which served so
long to resist any modification of export duties, and still im-
poses the most oppreesive restrictions on the home trade and
native industry of Brazil, has proved no easy matter to de-
termine, end is not yet determined. The Brazilian Govern-
ment cannet look to its own people for a reply. These, with
every encouragement, could not change their natures, and will
never chapge their habite. The very wealth and fertility of

other the country overgrows and stifies their ambition, thus setting

in a most ridiculous light the habitusl jealousy of its provinces
towards-one another. In truth, by another race of people
than the Brazilians, or the mulattoes, or the Mamalucaos, or
all together, is this vast country to be redeemed. Possessing
an srea of nearly three million sq. miles, its northern and west-
ern provinces consisting of vast alluvial plains, covered with
the richest vegelation, its central, eastern, and southemn
provinces affurding, beneath every variety of climate, as they
swiftly rise from the Atlantic and again sink down, almost
every species of patural produce that can enter intoa profita-
ble commerce, together with the most valued metallic and
minetal preducts—gold, silver, lead, zine, chrome, manganese,
platine, quicksilver, saltpetre, and entire hills of ironstone—
make Bragil yet what it first was nemed, the true El Dorado.
Hoer forests are fall of precious woods and drugs, and can far-
nish the best of timber for merchant vessels. Watered
sthroughput by some of the mightiest of rivers, seeking their out-
‘lets by mountain barriers to the ses, Brazil peeds nothing
great but enexgetic people. The passage of the bill we have
adverted to, notwithstanding that its provisions, how explicit
-woever, are likely to be a while only partially efficacious, by
 reason of the geographical position of Brazil, the numerous
favoring points it presents for disembarcation, and, more than
all, its wants, will yet serve to mark a new commersial era in
the history of Brazil. Indicating coaclusively the final arrest
of the slave traffic with Africa, it will lead the Brasilian Gov-
- ernment, for the prevention of any further retrograde move-
ment at home, to apply iteelf to the discovery of new means
of prosperity, and poesibly to invite the colonization of for-
eigners. New ports must be opened and new cities founded,
But even as Brazil is at present constituted, economically and
politically, we are far from thinking that our merchants have
bestowed on it sufficient consideration, or have secured to them-
selves the full advantages derivable from a general acquaint-
ance with its wants and its resources. Brazil yet gets a great
portion of its flour from Trieste, the iron ulensils used on its
sugar engenhos from England, and ile printed coltons from
France. ' Of the trade that maritime nations carry on with it,
the United States has certainly not the proportion which it
might have. h

Looking off from this reading to the illimitable wealth of
Brezil, and from that agein to its magnificent and wolitary
shores, frequented as much by war as trading fleets; its diver-
sified and untraversed interior; its roads without carriages; its
Inkes and rivers with scarce a keel ; its coasting trade, com~
mitted to itself; and, for an instance, the whole line from Rio
de Janeiro to the port of Bahia—eight hundred miles—with-
out a ringle city, we are compelled to confess that its boasted
independence is the independence of idleness,

It is possible that some foresight of the requirements of the
treaty of 11830 may have had some connexion with the en-
deavor of the Brazilian Government three years previously to
organize in New York, through its Chargé d’Affaires, Mr.
Rzn:rro, then residing there, an American compeny to navi-
gate by steam the great river Amazon, which, running amidst
the richest soil and hemmed in by the most luxuriant vegeta-
tion, with unimpeded navigation for two thousand miles, and
fed by tributaries that water the entire Empire of Brazil, was
represented as presenting vast prospective advantages. The
company was established, and a few years later built a steam-
boat at Para, which ascended as far as the river Nigro. We

Atlantic half the wealth of Peru, still rolls its length almost as
deserted as when Ongraxa glided over it in his frail craft, or
when, years after, two Franciscan Friars descended it with their
breviaries. 'Whatever the value of the above conjecture, it is
certain thatsince 1830 the Brazilian Government has extended
far more ample encouragement to foreign commerce. On this,
however, the extent of its home industry must neccessarily set a
limitation ; and indeed, until Brazil has passed into other hands,
subjected to the regenerating inflaence of a new race of men, it
ean never become’what nature made it for, or know what the
strength of the ¢ jron slave,” under the guidance of indomi-
table energy,-could bring it to. Previous colonization will make
that revolution pesceful. Brazil cannot resist its destinies.
The grand design of Pox sy, who would have set its capital
in the province of Minas Geraes, there encircled by the most
mognuificent of mountains, secure from maritime invesion, and
enlarging year by year its power and grandeur, may then find
fulfilndent, till even the dreams that brought Gozarez from
his home are far exceeded.

Some of the Texas papers are speculating upon the use
which shall be made of the fen millions which the State is to
obtain from the General Government. The Galveston Civi-
lian thinks that afier paying off the debt of Texas, three mil-
lions will remain, This sum is to be received in United
States bonds, bearing five per cenl. interest, which will yield
a revenue of 160,000 per annum—more than safficient to
pay the whole expenses of the State Government, This
would enable Texas to do what no other State has done—
abolish all taxes.

The twenty-third Annual Fair of the American Institute
at New York, closed on Wednesdsy evening by an address
from Gen. Tatimaner and the award of premiums. In his
remarks, Gen. T. reviewed the various important articles
which had been exhibited at the fair, and gave a flattering
t of the p condition of the Institute. He spoke
of the finances, and said that over $21,000 had been
received at the gates for admission. Among the gold medals
awarded was one to Messrs. Wrrgenen & Brotuzas, of
Baltimore, for the best pliin cassinferes, Messrs. Sravon-
Tkr & Psnrr, of Fredericksburg, Va. were awarded a gold
medal for a superior rope cordage machine.

A treaty between 8t. Domingo and Great Britain has been
signed, to endure for ten years, which permits the right of
wearch for the provention of the slave trade. Dominican ves-
sels suspected of being engaged in human traffic are to be |
delivercd up to the local authorities, and judged according to |
the lawe of the Republic.

Milton Jones was hung at Mount Carmel (I11.) on the 11th
instant for the murder of Joseph K. Miller. At least five
thousand persons witnessed the execution, of whom one-third
were females. |
) |
Tue Looxine Grass Rar Taar.—The Joumnal of the |
Franklin Institute contains the specifieations of  patented |
mouse-trap.  This improved mnde of body-snatehing is as
follows :

‘A savory piece of toasted cheese is suspended on a hook.
Enter rat. A small mirror is so adjusted that the rat sees his
shedow in the glass, (just as Richard did,) and, not recognis-
ing himeelf at first sight, thinks that some other rat is aiming
for the cheose. He rushes im to head off his rival. The
board he treads on in a deceiver. It is rted by a weak
pring, which yields under his weight and precipitates him
into a lower story of the tiap, when the floor flies o) to re-
sume ita place. Another rat comew along—sees the refhction
of his predwcessor as well as his own, and thinks two rata are
fighting for the cheese. In he goes, down he goss—and so

on, foties quoties.”

know nothing more ofit. The Amazon, ready to bear to the | b
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SPEECH OF Mg. CROWELL,

OF omIo,
On the Admission of California into the Union.

Hovsx or Rerrsszxtarives, Juss 3, 1850,
The House being in Committee of the Whole on the state

w
of the Union on the President's message relating to Cali- | proviso that Congress
folllh""

Mr. CROWELL said : Mr. Chairman, my d'.m to pro-

gress with the public business, and proceed at once to vote

upon the various propositions before us, forbade me at an early

its requisitions. This bill in design bad nothing new to pro- | day to tske part in the discussion which has consumed so

much of our time since the commencement of the present ses-
sion. And sfter 1 had my original purpose, and
nﬂ-pmnhdwhhwdupon ““the great question of
the day,” the difficulty of obtaining the floor among such a
multitude of competitors has been so disheartening that I have
moge than once resolved to cease all further efforts to address
thesommittee. But, not having been wholly unobservent of
the fruit which perseverance yields, and having been early
taught to cultivate the grace of patience, [ have held out to
mm‘m;mdnou, Mr. Chairman, through your

I have secured the floor, and I will proceed at once
to the immediate subject under consideration ; and that is, as
I understand it, the message of the President of the United
Btates communicating to this House the Constitution of Cali-
fornia. I do notcherish the vain hope that any thing I may
say will have the slightest influence upon the vote of a single
member of this House. To give the reasons of my own vote,
.and vindicale the course which I deem it just to pursue, will
be the main of oy remarks. If the conatitution of
California shall be found to be in with the requi-
sitions of the Conatitution of the United Btates, the President
earnestly recommends that it may receive the sanction of Con-
groes. this recommendation, sir, it is hardly for
me to say I cordially concur. I am in faver of the iate
admission of Cai

subject of legislation, with its present ample boun-
daries and its glorious free constitution. There is no limit or
qualification in the Constitution of the United States to the
power granted to Congress to admit new States into the Union,
and, when in the Union, the United States guaranty to every
Btate a republican form of

mit me to add, an unjustifiable

&nﬂ?ﬂdmﬂ.

tion has lately made its appesrance, and various objec-
bave recently been invented amd orged in a certain
quarter aguinst the admission of Chalifornis as one of the
States of this Union. Whatever form these objections may
assume, and whatever disguise they may be made to wear, it
is plain to my mind, and truth obliges me to say, that they
are animated by a kindred motive, and all spring from a com-

mon origin—a determined but moet unjustifiable hostility to
:mﬁﬁ of her constitution interdicting slavery within
r limits.

The first vection of her Bill of Rights declares :

** That sll men by pature, free and i and
have certain lnul.im"‘.blg rights, among vhiwmt' of
enjoyiog snd defending life and liberty ; ug;ﬁrins, possessing,
and protecting property, and pursuing and obtaining safety and
bappiness.”

And as a corollary drawn from these great and fundamen-
tal truths, the eighteenth section provides :

“ That neither slavery nor involuntary
for the punishment of erimes, shall ever be
State.” -

These are the provisions in the constitution of California
which awaken so much hostility in the American Congress,
in the year eighteen hundred and fifty, and the sanction of
which, we are told by some, would be sufficiently offeneive
to call for and to justify a disruption of this Union.

Bir, I am not pre to believe, without further proof,
that madness and have gained such dominion, have
achieved so complete a triumph over any considerable portion
even of the Southern people, notwithstanding the late occur-
rences in this bhall, as a sentiment so discreditable would
seemn to imply. [ am incredulous, and must wait for frther
deve 18 before I am convinced.

But let us consider the objections which the application of
California to become one of the States of this Union has en-
countered, and weigh them candidly and impartially. And
though they are numerous, and urged with an appearance of
zeal and earnestness, [ think it will be found an easy matter to
remove them, The first is, that no sct of Congress was

authorizing the people of the Territory to form a State

servitude, unless
tolerated in this

Congress were necessary to give this power lo the people,
the objection would be fatal. But it is not . Con
gress has the power lo sdmit new BStates, and it is perfectly
competent, in the exercise of this power, to dispense with all
preliminary forms, snd we find that it has been done repeat-

during the threescore years that have elapsed since the
adoption of the Federal stitation.
been admitted in this way, being a maejority of the whole

the existence of the Union—Vermont in 1791 ; Kentucky in
1792 ; Tennessee in 1796 ; Maioe in 1820 ; Arkansss in
1836 ; Michigan in 1837 ; Florida in 1845 ; and Iowa in
1846. It may be convenient, it is true, for the people of =
Territory to act under the authority of Congress in sssem-
bling a constitutional eonvention, and if not unreasonably
delayed would perhaps be desirable; but such suthority is not
necessary, as the practice of the Government has clearly de-
monstrated, If it was now a question, however, of the first
and we were without precedent to guide us, I for
one should maintain that the preliminary action of Congress
would be more regular and more conformable to the dignity
and importance of the subject. Buch preliminary action
would be viewed as an invitation to the people of. the Terri-
tory to come forward and form a State government, and take
their position as a member of the Federal Union, which could
not fisil of being highly appreciated by those to whom it would
addressed. But, sir, I am not at liberty to view it in that
light and interpose this objection. It is enough for me that
the question has been setled by competent authority. I
stand by the decision—I acquiesce in the former usage of the
Government.

But we are told legislative precedents are not worthy of
much respect, and may be disregarded with impunity when-
ever we to do so. This may bte true in some cases.
It dwunﬁ‘;:ch upon the charscler of the legislators and the
influences which surround them. If they are wise, upright,
and honest men, possessing a character for purity and integ-
rity, like those in the Congress of 1791, of 1792, and of
1796, that elevates them above corrupting inflaences and the
suspicion of selfish and impure motives, we bow with respect-
ful deference to their decisions as we do to those of respectable
judicial tribanals. Objections, however, to following legisla-
tive precedents, in the present instance, come with an exceed-
ingly ill-grace from those who aided in establishing them, and
by whoee votes and other official acts they have frequently
been sanctioned. .

There is another reason, independent of those already ad-
wanced, justifying the course of California. I refer to the
shameful neglect of Congress at its last session, in fulfilment
of solémn treaty obligations, to provide a government for her.
The Territory was left without any legal protection, except
that of & mere military government. Her condition was a
pecaliar one. The wealth of the country was beyond com-
putation, and the published account of it struck 'the world
with amazement. Her mountains, lifting their summits to
the skies, were filled with the precious metuls, and her rivers
literally, and without a figure of speech, rolled over golden
sands to the ocean. The population, both by sea and land,
was rapidly increasing ; and, impelled by a necessity that al-
most forbid waiting to Jook up precedents, the people pro-
ceeded at once, very wisely, in my judgment, to form a
State government. The conatitution is before us, and it evi-
dences a degree of stalesmanchip and is imbued with a spirit
of devotion to republican liberty that would be creditable to
the oldest State in this Union. With all the earnestnees
with which I am able to give utterance to the feelings and
wishes of my beart, I for one bid our young eister on the Pa-
cific const a hearty and cordial welcome to the family circle,
But another objection is urged, and that is the want of
sufficient population ; and this is as frivolous as the one alrea-
dy considered. It is impossible, of course, to state definitely,
and with entire accuracy, the number of inhabitants in Cali-
fornia when the constitutional convention sssembled. We do
know, however, the number of votes cast at the recent elec-
tion, and from them the number of inhabitants may be esti-
mated with sifficient certainty for all practical purposes. On
the first of January last the population, it is believed, exceed-
‘ed one hundred thousand, and at the present time it is pro-
bably more than ome hundred and fifty thousand.

The popular vote on the adoption of the constitution was
12,811, and at the election of governor 14,213—a larger vote
than has ever been given by any of the new States at the time
of admission into the Union, with a single exception, the State
of Wisconsin, as facts will show.

Louisisna was admitted into the Union in 1812, and the
first popular vote given was 4,748. Indiana was admitted in
1816, snd the same year gave 6,789 voter. Mississippi was
admitted in 1817, and Illinois in 1818, and four years after-
wards the former gave only 8,075 votes, and the latter 7,465.
Arkansas and Michigan were admitted in 1836, and at the
Presidential election of that year the former gave 3,638 votes,
and the latter 11,360, Under the fourth census of 1820 the
ratio of representation was 35,000, under the fith 47,700,
and under the sixth and present it is 70,680. It remains to
be seen what it will be under the one which is about to be
taken. Since the present ratio of representation was estab-
lished Florida and Iowa have been admitted—ihe former in
1845, and the latter in 1846. At the first election afterwards
Florida gave 5,801 votes, and lowa 13,271 votes ; and atthis
election, with a less popular vote than California bhas exhibit-
od, lows elected two members to this House, and they were
both admitted to seats without ition. Wiseonsin was
also admitted in 1848, and, with & popular vote of 22,590 at |
the first election nnder her constitution, she is now represent-
ed on this floor by three members.

But, if this objection is not available, another is offered to
supply its place. The Btate, wp are told, is too large, and

Caiifornis into the Union, unembarrassed with |}

constitution. This is true, and if the previous action of

Eight Btates have
number ever admitted, and extending over the whole period of

its limits ought to be diminished. The memorial of (he Se-
pators and ives eloct from California places this
maiter in its trae light. [ give an extract from that document :

“ Objestions i
lifornia, as her consitution, Counvention which
settled nrn the existing boundary was engaged during three
duys in debate upon that subjeet.” There were two purties,
or rather t'omuhiou: L. To take in the whole of Cali-
fornia as it ex hen & department of Mexico ; but with a
and the Swte Legislature might limit
the bounds of the State to the summit of the Sierra Nevads,
aud leaving it to Congress to establish territorial governments
over such portions of the country as it might see fit. 2. To
divide the whole territory on the 116th degree of west longi-
tude from the southern boundary of Oregon to the northern
boundary of Mexieo, that portion of said territory lying west
of said 116th degree of west lougitude, and between that line
and the Pacific ocean, to constitute the State of California.
The opinion of the C lhﬂ-ho;" 0 nurly:glg;d between
these two itions, were & mejori-
? at diﬂ‘cren% during the infmmpxgu 3 and, ou the
nal passage, the present boundary was adopted as a species
of com ise,
" Tgin question ealled out the most vehement and angry de-
bate which was witnessed during the sitting of the Conven-
tion, The ?wjent of fixing the southern boundary of the State
on the parallel of 56 deg. 30 min, was never entertuined by
that body. Indeed, when it is recolleeted that eleven of the
delegates sitting in the Convention represented & large con-
stitueney south of that line, it is at ooee apparent that it would
have been & most unjust and diseourte ous act to have listened
to such & proposition, unless it came from them. Th=
o‘il::‘ nd prol;:b ks uld men. such s
wish, a never wo tto, a
La former years L{:y constituted the great mnjoﬂtym
tion ; t::{ have always been governed by the same laws ;
and they would be the last to sanction a division of California,
as they have always known it. In a political poiot of view,
too, it wounld seem desirable that these original Mexican eiti-
zens should beeome, u:nlxudiiy as possible, Americans in sen-
timent and language ; and there certainly ean be no more effec-
tual mode of secomplishing this, than by bringing them into
that daily contact which an existence under the same laws and

d not

ﬁmﬁm must
inévitably pr north, also, ardveotu -
rous miners had erossed the Coast Range, and

headwaters of the Trinity river, which finds its way th

an unexplored and dangerous Indian country to the Pacihie
ocean.  As the abundanee of gold found there rendered it pro-
bable that a large community would scon become t=
Iy established in that region, the Convention felt that it could
not refuse them the benefits and on of a government,
by sircumscribing the limits of the State in that direction,
The eastern houndary of the State, so far as explored and
known, runs th h a desert. A small portion of the eust-
ern slopes of the Nevada is said to be adapted to agri-
mm:ﬁna grazing purposes ; and as that country, when set-
tled, must necessarily find an cutlet across the mountains into
the valleys of the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers, and as
it could pever have any natural connexion with the country to
the eastward of it by reason of the great desert, it was thought
advisable and to include that strip of territory in the
bounds of the State. That portion of ﬂtxl::tm]{ing to the
southw=ard and eastward of the Sierra Nevada the Coast
Range, and between those mountains and the Colerado river,

usual emigrant trail from the Colorado to San Diego, and that
farther north, in the viaiai:'{'of the explorations of John C.
Fremont, is known to be of that charaeter. The general im-
pression, therefore, is, that that of the Larrl.tn? included
in the State boundaries is of little or no value. The superfi-
cial aren of the State of California, according to the bounda-
ries presoribed in her constitution, is155,550 square miles, or

99,552,000 acres, exclusive of the islands adjacent to
her const. at the map by order of the
United States from the surveys of John Charles Fre-

mont, and other authorities, upon which the above caleulation
is based, will at onee satisfy all that the topographical charac-
teristies of that country are pesuliar and novel. Two great
chains of mountains, the Sierra Nevada and the Coast y
traverse it in nearly its whole extent from north to south.
Thelarge “li:ﬁ' that lie between those two ranges, and the
small lateral valleys that pierce their ru, sides in every
direction, are the valuable arable pertion of the land of Cali-
fornia. Assaming, then, that two-fourths of the whole super-
ficial area of the Stite are covered by mountains, that auother
fourth is & desert waste, and we have left one-fourth as usual
for agricultural purposes ; that is, 38,887} square miles, or
24,888,000 square acres of arable and produetive land, This
estimate, in the opinion of the undersigned, is fully borne out
by the topographieal surveys of the country ; but, anxious as

ey are to no?d misstatement, they do not hesitate to assert
their belief that it is quite apparent, alter all due allowanees,
that three-fifths of the whole territory embraced in the State
of California will never be suseeptible of cultivation or useful
to man. This, then, would give, as the remaining two-filths
62,220 square miles, or 39, 800 square acres, which would
constitute the sum total in valuable arable and grazing land
embraced within the boundary fixed by the constitution of the
State of California, and distributed at intervals over the whole
surface of the epuntry, from its extreme northern to its ex-
treme southern limits. ‘The foregoing are believed to be sub-
stantially the reasons which led to-the establishment of the
present gumndlry of California.” '

To the full and eandid exposition of the motives and rea

is believed to be an arid desert. So much as lies upon the | diti

:

[

formation supplied. And here, if I yielded to
nation, and consulted my own wishes, [
subject and resume my seat. But the
seized upon by Southern to go inlo &
cussion of American slavery, and its connexion
Federal Government. Claims have been ady
l];tﬂitul:uion by illl; sdvocates that are not only and
ng, bul wholly inadmissible and highly dangerous.
these claims !h:';mﬂ:h::ionlymgnwhhilm
to express my t abhorrence, nnd agsinst
sudacious novelties I here en‘er my protest, And,
should fail to dischargs the whole duty which the seat | ocen -
py in this ball imposes npon me, if {nm to remain silent,
and thereby give them an im acquiescence. I shall not
do it.  Bir, if slavery has improperly been made the theme of
discussion upon i

it. They have sought to avoid it, as wholly disconnectod
with the subject, and were willing to give their votes silently,
and without delay and withoat- debate. But it has been
forced upon ue, snd now let it be distinetly understood we are
ready to meet it. We do not shrink from it ; we stand up to it.
For one, sir, I prefer the turbulence of freedom, if that is
necessary condiuon to its enjoyment, to the calm and quiet of
£m.

[The residue of Mr. Crowxrr's speech was on the ““sla-
very”™ branch of the discussion. We will give it hereafter. ]

i

i
it?iggg;t

&
L]

THE CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL.

The complation of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal to
Cumberland, which was celebrated in that city last week with
much exultation, is among the noteworiby events of the day.
The work is one of the most stupendous enterprises ever un-
dertaken in our country, and had to surmount in its progress
unparalleled difficolties. It was originally designed, ns its
name i to conneet the waters of the Chesapeake with
the Ohio, snd active operations were first commenced upon it-
twenty-four years ago. The undertakiog was under the im-
mediate patronsge of the State of Maryland, and was for a
time vigorously sustained by private enterprise and by liberal
appropriations from the General Government. It soon, how-
m.hmﬁmtmmsmdm'mkhdben
greatly - Aaan:mudm' %mﬂ..
rassments yot y on sgainst
every difficulty until 1834, whcnmmalnhwdpﬁou to the
capital stock bad become exhausted, and the General Govern-
ernmeént and all the other parties to the original contract
abandoned the work as promising mothing but ruinous loss.
But the Brate of Maryland determinéd that the ‘millions
had alresdy been expended should not be irredeemably
ficed, if her own civil resources could prevent, and she
sparipgly contributed her means to the prosecution of the
work so long us she had means to contribute. But her credit
came to an end, and all hope for the enterprise seemed to:

§

ons, the revenuesof the canal ; and this measure, although
distrusted by many et the lime as totally inefficacions, pro-
cured fands that carried the enterprise through to its present.
definitive stage. 'The work may, at least for the present,
now be considered as fully completed. It is true that Vir-
ginia has lately evinced a great interest in the origioal pro-
ject, and bas strengthened the company by guarantying its
bonds to a certain extent; mnd it is also true that hopes are
enteriained that Congress may sooner or later redeem its early
pledges in bebalf of the enterprise ; but, in all probability,
both the Biate of Maryland and the company will for some time-
to come content themselves with their present schievements.
The canal now isone bundred and eighty-five miles in length.
It extends from tide-water to C: which town is the
great entrepot of the magnificent coal region of the Allegha-
nies. The inexhanstible supplies of this mineral, and the
agricoltural surplus of western Maryland and a large section
of the two adjacent States, will soon furnish a business that
will make the vast beoefits of this great work realized as they-
have never before, and will do something, we trust, towards

reimbursing the immense outlay it has involved. Maryland
has exhibited, in prosecuting this and other works of internal
improvement, an energy and perseverance that command ad-

miration—and infinitely the more, because, through all her-
grievous financial embarrasements, she has kept her public
faith inviolate. Her present debt, according to a recentstate-
ment, is about ten millions of dollars ; and this, if her present
financial and revenue system is continued, will be fally liqui-
dated in twelve or fifteen years. The burdens brought upon
her by her ente I soon disappear ; the benefits will
remain for untold genecations.—N. Y. Courier and Eng.

EXTENSION OF THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH TO
FRANCE, IRELAND, AND AMERICA.

FROM THE ENGLISE MECHANICS' MAGANINE.

sons that governed the Convention in settling the question of
boundaries contained in the foregoing extract, I deem it un-
necessary to add a single word. They ought 1o be satisfac-
tory to every unprejudiced mind, and I will not permit my-
self to doubt they will be. If this is a valid objection, and
would justify us in driving California from our doors when
she respectfully asks for admission, snd refosing her applica-
‘tion to become a member of the Union, a great outrage was
perpetrated, which has not yet been atoned for, by the admis-
sion of Texes with a territory nearly three times as large.
The friends of Texas will surely not withhold their votes on
this account.

Another objection to California rests upon the assumption
of Presidential interference with the poopﬁo of the Territory,
to persuade them to form a State Government. If this be
true, it is not perceived how it could impair the constitutional
rights of the new State, and prevent her admission into the
Union. The alleged intermeddling of the President with the
people of the Territory might be a just cause of complaint
against him, if extended beyond the scope of his appropriate
duties ; but it could work no injury to the juet rights of Cali-
fyroin. Let us inquire into the facts, however, and ascer-
tain whether the charge has any foundation in truth, or is
not the offspring merely of hatred and ill-will to the Execu-
tive ; for, in my efforts to obviate objections to the admission
of Californis, it is only the naked truth which I seek and in-
tend to present to the commitiee. Boon afer the inaugura-
tion of the present Chief Magistiate an accusstion was put
in circulstion sgainst him in the Western and Northern
States, for mischievous purposes, as many believed at the time,
that he had exerted, and would continue to exert, the influ-
ence which his official position gave him to secure the exten-
sion of slavery into the newly-scquired territories, and
cially in Californis. And after the failure of the Walker
amendment, which be was charged with persuading members
of Congress to support, he had sent, it was asserted, an
emissary from a slave State to secure that object. This stary,
I am aware, was considered by many and denounced as a
fabrication. It was nevertheless repeated, and not without
success, by the original inventors, and all others who could
be enlisted in the enterprise, and industriously circulated
through all the channels of communication open to the pub.
lic ear during the season and up to the close of the fall elec-
tions. This was done, no doubt, upon the principle which it
is said governs a certain class of politicians when in straitened
circumstances, that a falsehood, however ridiculous and ab-
surd, perseveringly adhered to, and constantly reiterated, is
as good ss the truth. The public mind, then in a state of
feverish excitement, was essily inflamed in the non-slavehold-
ing Btates on this subject. It was known that the Mexican
war had been provoked and ated for the purpose of
adding new realms to the domains of slavery; and it was easy
to make the people believe that every thing would be done to
consummate the original i nitonlrid.n.

But when Californis had adopled a free constitution, by
which the hopes of the slavery extensionists were blasted, and
was about to apply for admission as a member of the Federal
Union, the President was aceused by adversaries in another
quarter, who were vexed with disappointment, and not wil
ling to be outdone in the business of slander and detraction,
of grnditulin. the powers of his high office for the inexcusable
and nefarious purpose of excluding slavery from the new
Btate. And to this end, it was said, he had sent his agent,
clothed with an official character, and armed with secret in-
structions, to overawe and intimidate the people on the
Pacific coast, and worry them into compliance with his wishes.
This grave and imposing charge, directly conflicting with the
former one, and branding it, in fact, with falschood, was
manufactured for Southern circulation, and put forth with an
air of confidence and assurance that could have been inspired
only by the soecess which attended its predecessor in the
Northern States.

And to give color and character to this device, it has been
repested in debate on this floor, and resolutions at an early
day were offered in both branches of Congrese, of a most
commanding and formidable length, calling on the President
for the proof to work his convieti With characteristic
and praiseworthy promptness the call was obeyed. And, as
a response to the resolution, we have an imposing volume of
one thousand pages laid on our desks. From this immense
mass of printed matter, not the least particle of proof can be
gathered or glesned to convict the President of any inter-
ference whatever in regard to the domestic institutions of
California.

Bat this is not all. The P t himself denies, in the
most emphatic manner, the alleged interference ; snd, in the
absence ofany proof, this certainly ooght 10 be satisfactory to
all candid and unprejudiced minds. The Government agent,
(Mr. Kixa,) who was accused of being the instrument of the
Executive in consummating his designs in Californis, bas
denied it; and the Members of Congress clect from that State,
in their memorial to this House, have also denied it; and
newspapers recently received from San Francisc> indignanily
deny it ; and sorely the enemies of California will not be so
uncandid aed unjust as to insist vpon an objection that we
have shown hee no foundation whatever in fact. ' 1
Mr. Chairman, I have thus given an inventory, and briefly
noticed the principal objections brought forward against the
admission of Califoroia, sad I have endeavored to remove
them—with what succoss let others determine—by such eon-
siderstions as my own reflections have suggested and my in-

|

{ A triumph only to be transcend

The establishment of an electro-telegraphic communication
across the straits between England and France has been fora
considerable time foreseen as one of the most natural in the
train of consequences resulting from ‘the modern application
of electricity to the transmission of intelligence between dis-
tant If a line of wire could convey the eleciric impulse
for thousands of miles over the surface of the earth—as it has
dope and is doing—there could be nothing in the nature of
things to prevent it from being equally efficacious if carried
under the earth, or even under water ; granted always, what
no one has been heard to dispute, that it is in the power of
art to protect the wire from whalever antagonistic influences
it may be to when laid down under earth or water.
T'rials of submerged lines of wire bad in fact been made with
perfect success across the Thames and the Hudson—both to-
lerably broad rivers ; and it was not to be doubted that what
could be accomplished in this way for one mile could be ac-
complished for thirty or fifty, or indeed any number of miles,
It was but, in any case, to make the line of submerged wire
longer—to sink it, perhaps, deeper ; and, if deeper, to pro-
tect it better. The simplest of things, however, when carried
out on a large scale, require often, as in this instance, for the
doing of them, qualities of & high order—great enterprise,
great perseverance, great execulive powers of comstruction
and dircction, It was a great thing, assuredly, to underiake
to underlay a sea of some thirty miles wide with one conti-
nuous line of communication, s singlebreak or flaw in which
would be fatal to the whole ; there was a risk of failure to be-
braved, and in any event much expenditare of money, time,
and trouble to be adventured on the issue ; and, beyond all
doubt or question, it is a grest thing to have successfully ae-
complished. To all such honor as belongs to the p i

erformiog
€8pe- | of a great undertaking well, Messrs. Jacob and John Brett,

the engineers of the Dover and Calais line of telegraph, are
richly entitled. 'The newspapers say that they have obtained
‘¢ the exclusive right of electric communication between this
country and France for ten years.” We do not well'see how
this can be, looking at the legal difficalties in the way ; bat
we are gure that no reward they can have secured to them-
selves will be too great for the prodigious advantages which
they have secured by their individual exertions, not only to
England and France, but to the world at large ; for an elec-
tric telegraph to Calais is not a thing which will stop there.

Itisate h to Vienns, to Moscow, to C i lo -
Ispaban, to Delhi, to Calcutta—to the remotest bounds, in
short, of Europe and Asia.

A few years ago people laughed when Lord Palmerston
predicted, at the Southampton meeting of the British Associa-
tion, that a time might come when the minister of the day-
being asked in Parliament, ¢* Whether it was true that a war
bad broken out in India "' would reply, ¢ Wait an instant
till T telegraph the Governor General, and I will tell you.™
What was thought but a good joke in 1843 is now, in 1850,
in the course of being sé¢tually sccomplished, and ere a fow
yesrs more is likely to take its place among the sober reali-
ties of the age. Norto the Old World alone need our views-
of the ultimate progress of electro-telegraphy be confined ; for,
since the English Channel has been crossed, the erossing of
the Irish must follow next, as but a matter of course ; and
Treland once reached, there lies bat a couple of thousand miles
of'nlernrlob:wu:‘lho()ld World and the New. We
say ‘“but,"” for after all whereis the practical difficulty » Not
in producing the length of wire required ; for any length of
wire can be spun—not in covering and insulaling the wire ;
for thousands of miles of wire can be covered and insulsted just
as readily and surely as one—nor yet in laying down, ss the
Dover and Calais experiment has fully shown. The only
real difficulty in the case, we apprehend, will be to find ship
room for the enormous coil of wire that would be required ;
but thin is an objection which vanishes before the recollection °
of such leviathan struetures as the Canada and Great Biitsin.
Besides, means may be found to effect on board the laying-
down vessel a perfect junction of different lengths of wire, so
as to allow of two, three, or mare reels boing employed. We
assume, of course, that battery-power sufficient to transmit
the electric impulse through a wire of some thousand of miles
long at our command ; but though we are not aware of auy
recarded experiments that would justify us in taking the pos-
sibility of this for granted, we know that the recently receiv-
ing magnet of Morse is founded on the principle of counting
for nothing the mere distance the electric message has to be
transmilted ; and, at-all events, the fact is one capable of ten-
tative determination on land before a single yard of an Atlan-
tic line need be luid down. The Old and New Worlds being
thus united, we should then see the dream of the poét more
than realized; the earth **girdled round sbout —not in
“ minutes”—bat in athousandth part of the time—a sin-
gle beat of the clock. What would all other trinmpbs of
human genius be to this> Time and distanco literally anni-
hilated throughout the bounds of the planet which we inhabit
when the plancts shall
\hemselves begin to lelegraph one another—which is one of
the very fow things which, in this age of art miracles, one would
venture without hesitation to say will never happen.

FPHOMAS PLATER, having qualified as Av and
r Couasellor at Law in the Cireuit Court of the Distriot of
Colnmbia, offers his professional serviees to the oitizens of the
mid District and all persons at a distance having businees
with any of the Departmemts of Goverameat,
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